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FIRST READING                                              Isaiah 55:10-11 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come 
down from the heavens and do not return without             
watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to 
provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so 
the word that goes from my mouth does not return to 
me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding 
in what it was sent to do.’ 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  
As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; 
I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful         
harvest. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                    
Alleluia, alleluia!  The seed is the word of God, Christ is the 
sower; all who come to him will live for ever.  Alleluia! 

SECOND READING                                        Romans 8:18-23 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be                           
compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting 
for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to 
reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of          
creation that it was made unable to attain its purpose, it 
was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of 
being freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to           
enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. 
From the beginning till now the entire creation, as we 
know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; 
and not only creation, but all of us who possess the               
first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait 
for our bodies to be set free. 

GOSPEL                                                         Matthew 13:1-23 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds             
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all 
stood on the beach, and he told them many things in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell 
on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell 
on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight 
away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came 
up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. 
Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.             
Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’                                                                                                      
Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them 
in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied, ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them.   For 
anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; 
but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The 
reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and 
listen without hearing or understanding. So in their case this prophecy of 
Isaiah is being fulfilled: 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, see and see again, 
but not perceive. 
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, their ears are dull of                 
hearing, and they have shut their eyes, for fear they should see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their heart, and be    
converted and be healed by me. 
‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! 
I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy men longed to see what you 
see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 
‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one 
comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who 
received the seed on the edge of the path. The one who received it on 
patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once 
with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, 
or some persecution on account of the word, and he falls away at once. 
The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, 
but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word and 
so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil is 
the man who hears the word and  understands it; he is the one who 

A Living Community 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

12 July 2020 

St John the Evangelist Parish Dapto 

 Welcome to St John’s 
Come in and sit down, relax, don't stress.  I welcome you to our beautiful parish & church.   Please feel welcome and tell me if you need  anything.                      

Keep Smiling,  Francis Tran PP 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her 
young: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, for ever singing your 
praise. 



 Please Pray For the Repose of the 

Souls of the Faithful Departed -   

Recently deceased: Fr Rheinberger,   

Anniversaries:  Cecily Long, Thelma Innes,  Joe 

and Tony Formosa. 

RECONCILIATION 
Due to the restrictions enforced, there is                                
currently no reconciliation at 4pm on Saturdays. 
Alternatively Father Francis will be doing                  
reconciliation between 11am - 12pm every                
Saturday.  There is no need to book but you are 
asked to wait outside in the inspiration garden 
maintaining social distancing for your turn. 

PRAY WITH POPE FRANCIS THROUGHOUT 
MAY FOR AN END TO THE PANDEMIC.  
Pope Francis has asked Catholics to make a           

special effort in May to pray the Rosary,                

knowing that by doing so they would be unit-

ed with believers around the world asking for 

Mary’s intercession in stopping the corona-

virus pandemic. Pope Francis has written two 

prayers that can be recited at the end of the 

rosary, prayers he said he would be reciting 

“in spiritual union with all of you.”  

Prayer to recite at the end of the rosary  
O Mary,  
You shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope.  
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 
Sick,  
who, at the foot of the cross,  
were united with Jesus’ suffering,  
and persevered in your faith.  
“Protectress of the Roman people”,  
you know our needs,  
and we know that you will provide,  
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,  
joy and celebration may return  
after this time of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,  
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father  
and to do what Jesus tells us.  
For he took upon himself our suffering,  
and burdened himself with our sorrows  
to bring us, through the cross,  
to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.  
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of 
God;  
Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 
but deliver us always  

 

REOPENING OF CHURCH AND RESTRICTIONS 

Masses have resumed at St John’s.  Weekday masses 

at the normal times, Tues - 5pm, Wed - Fri 9.30am, 

Saturday 5pm, Sunday 7.30am, 9.30am and 6pm. 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions and following        

directives from the  government and the Bishops 

office, mass numbers has increased to apply to the 4 

square meter rule so we are now able to allow more 

worshippers in for mass.  Although this will allow 

more flexibility for people to attend the mass time 

they prefer, at St John’s we will be limited to 100.  

This does not include Clergy or essential members 

(Clergy, sacristan, Altar Servers, musicians, and            

usher) 

You are still required to register for masses each 

week for weekend masses. You can do this on the 

diocese website or through the parish office.   You 

are asked to stay home if you are not well. 

Registrations for the weekend must be in by Friday 

2pm.  If you call or register online after this time 

your registration will not be seen until the following 

week.  
 

You are unable to attend mass unless you have              

registered your name and details beforehand unless 

it is a weekday mass. 
 

You can also register your interest for mass at 

https://www.dow.org.au/registration/  

If you register online you will need to wait for                         

confirmation by email or phone. 

 

Instead of passing the collection basket around                   

during the mass, there will be two buckets in the foy-

er of the church clearly marked for 1st Collection and 

2nd Collection. 

1.5m distancing will apply (unless members are from 

immediate family).  Hand sanitiser will be available in 

the foyer of the church and parishioners are asked to 

use it on arrival and departure of the church.   

 

https://www.dow.org.au/registration/


DATES LOCKED IN FOR PLENARY COUNCIL ASSEMBLIES 
The two assemblies for the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia will 

be held in Adelaide from October 3-10, 2021, and in Sydney from 

July 4-9, 2022. The new dates mean that the celebration of the 

Plenary Council has effectively moved 12 months from the origi-

nal plan of a first assembly in October 2020 and a second assem-

bly in June/July 2021.  

 SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT  

 The Christian knows that in the social doctrine of the 

Church can be found the principles for reflection, the                  

criteria for judgment and the directives for action which 

are the starting point for the promotion of an integral and 

solidary humanism. Making this doctrine known                        

constitutes, therefore, a genuine pastoral priority. – Com-

pendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church - Pontifical 

Council for Justice and Peace  

 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN 

The parish office is still open, however if you are 
feeling unwell please do not come in. 

If you have any questions you are encouraged to 
phone or email if convenient.  Please be assured 
that we are still here to help. 

If you have an urgent matter you can contact          
Fr Francis directly on 0413 449 821 

STAYING CONNECTED WITH THE PARISH  

Facebook search:  St John’s Catholic Parish Dapto 
Instagram search: St John’s Parish Dapto  
Website:  www.stjohnsdapto.org.au 

A VOCATION VIEW -  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (12/07/20)  
Make your heart ready to receive the Word of God 

sown through the Mass and Sacraments in the Church. 

(Isaiah 55:10- 11). If you want to talk about your dis-

cernment, please contact the Diocesan Vocations Di-

rector, Fr Duane Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au 

or our new Vocations video at https://

www.dow.org.au/covid-19/sunday-mass-online-with-

bishop-brian/  

two
questions to stimulate discussion, a simple activity and 
prayer. 
Families in the diocese are encouraged to utilise these 

resources at home to share faith with kids. Visit 

www.cathfamily.org especially during this time of COVID

19 social distancing especially if children are unable to 

attend school. 

ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD –                                         
Deacon Anthony Crook  
Deacon Anthony Crook’s Ordination to the Priesthood will 
be held on Saturday, 11 July 2020, at St John Vianney                  
Co-Cathedral, Fairy Meadow. Due to COVID restrictions the 
Ordination is by invitation only.  So that those who cannot 
attend in person may share the joy of the occasion, the             
ordination will be livestreamed on the Diocesan YouTube 
channel, as follows:  
Livestream Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-
MkrNKf6btRVRELx2i_HjQ  
Date: Saturday 11 July 2020  
Time: 10:30AM 

DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG MASS ONLINE  

For all of the online Mass options- please visit the 

DoW website https://dow.sh/dailymass  

Refresher: Supporting & Coordinating Ministries  
Multiple daytime and evening sessions in July via Zoom. 
To Register visit www.dow.org.au/news-and-events  
How are you going in coordinating or supporting an area of 
ministry in your parish? Would you like to gain some further 
skills and tips to undertake this role more successfully? This 
introductory session will help you explore how you are going 
and consider ways in which we can all improve in inspiring, 
equipping and empowering people within our areas of min-
istry and parish life. For more info contact Darren McDowell 
on darren.mcdowell@dow.org.au or 4222 2463  

THE CHOSEN - Great Family Viewing on the Life of Jesus.  
This new, crowd funded series on the life of Jesus is                

receiving wide acclaim around the world and is well worth 

a look, especially during holy week. It is a high-quality             

production that explores the life of Jesus through the eyes 

of those around Him. The easiest place to watch the whole 

first season for free is through a free membership on 

VidAngel - https://www.vidangel.com/  

CatholicCare - Have you thought about becoming a 
foster carer?  
We are urgently seeking a forever home in the 
Shoalhaven area for a sibling group of four children, 
aged between 6 to 14 years. We need foster carers 
who provide love, care and support to help these chil-
dren thrive and reach their full potential. Carers receive 
comprehensive support from the Fostering Futures 
team to ensure they have a full range of resources and 
networks to nurture their forever home. Our team 
have over 30 years' experience helping carers give          
vulnerable children a loving home and a brighter                  
future.  
 
You can find out more by calling 0418 783 956, email 

fosteringfutures@catholiccare.dow.org.au or go to 

http://www.catholiccare.dow.org.au more infor-

mation  



 

AN INVITATION TO JOIN ELECTRONIC PARISH PLANNED 
GIVING  

Given that some parishioners are unable to attend Mass 
in our church, many who support our parish planned           
giving envelope program have asked how they can con-
tinue to financially support the parish. So, we respectfully 
encourage all parishioners to join our electronic parish 
planned giving program to help us ensure that we limit 
the financial pressure this current situation will impose 
on our parish.  
 
Please visit www.dow.org.au/plannedgiving to learn of the 
two simple ways you can give to our parish electronically.  
 
REGULAR OR ONE OFF PAYMENTTS CAN BE MADE BY      
FOLLOWING THE ABOVE LINK. 
 
Importantly, we are mindful that some of ouR parishioners 

will sadly be experiencing a change in their financial             

circumstances.  Please contact the Parish Office 4261 1315 

or dapto@dow.org.au if you need to decrease/discontinue 

your planned giving contribution, but mainly to let us know 

how we can support you. https://www.dow.org.au/

plannedgiving/ For those who are not able to give                 

electronically but would still like to continue their weekly 

giving, the office is open from Tuesday - Friday, 9am - 

4pm.   There is a locked drop box safe in the foyer that you 

can safely leave your donation. 

THE  ACBC NATIONAL CATHOLIC MEN’S GATHERING  
For 2020 is now being offered as an online event for registered  
participants. This modified program will be delivered in four 
pre-recorded sessions of approximately 1 hour in length.             
Each session will offer input from a variety of speakers and 
musicians, along with a response and questions for group                
discussion or Individual reflection. The program offers                   
flexibility so that you may participate individually or gather 
with others from your parish/diocese or men’s ministry group.  
Aim: To inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a            
vision for personal discipleship, service and mission in the 
family, parish, diocese and the world.  
Cost: FREE  
Registration: Available from Monday 29th June  
Event Program: Available from Saturday 15th August 2020  
Go to: www.catholicmensgathering.com.au  

THE DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG WEEKLY PODCAST -                  
‘The Journey’ –12 July 2020  
Listen in this week for as we break open the Sunday 

Gospel reading with Bishop Brian Mascord. We also 

have a wonderful interview with Fr Mark de Battista as 

he celebrates 25 years in ministry. As usual, there are 

some great short talks from some of Australia’s best 

Catholic presenters. Uploaded every Friday for free 

CATHOLICCARE  - Have you thought about                    
becoming a foster carer?  
We are urgently seeking a forever home in the 
Shoalhaven area for a sibling group of four children, 
aged between 6 to 14 years. We need foster carers 
who provide love, care and support to help these 
children thrive and reach their full potential. Carers 
receive comprehensive support from the Fostering 
Futures team to ensure they have a full range of 
resources and networks to nurture their forever 
home. Our team have over 30 years' experience 
helping carers give vulnerable children a loving 
home and a brighter future.  
You can find out more by calling 0418 783 956, 

email fosteringfutures@catholiccare.dow.org.au or 

go to http://www.catholiccare.dow.org.au more 

information.  

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 

New dates for plenary council have been announced 

as well as the Discernment Papers on each Plenary 

Theme. Keep up to date by visiting the Plenarywebsite 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/These Papers 

are the result of each writing group and will                

ultimatelybe the Agenda for the Assembly in October 

2021 after approval by Rome.The Discernment Papers 

should be a real source of prayerful discussion and 

reflection over the next few months in parishes, 

schools, and Church agencies. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES  

The new year of planned giving envelopes are available for 

collection in the foyer of the church. If you are not yet 

attending mass boxes can be collected from the office       

during the week. 

Knowing & Following the Holy Spirit  
Wednesday's, 22nd July - 9th September via 
Zoom. To Register visit www.dow.org.au/news-
and-events  
The theme of Australia's Plenary Council is Listen to 

What Spirit is Saying. But how do we do this? How 

can we as individuals and parish communities truly 

know, listen and follow the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit? Entering into these questions is vital as we 

discern how we will live our faith and mission in the 

years to come. Join us for this eight part video            

reflection series, using material from formed.org, 

exploring the role and action of the Holy Spirit. For 

more info contact Darren McDowell on dar-

ren.mcdowell@dow.org.au or 4222 2463  

https://www.dow.org.au/plannedgiving/

