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FIRST READING                                                  Acts 1:1-11 

Jesus was lifted up while they looked on 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything 
Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the 
day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had                
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to 
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his 
Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them about the 
kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, 
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had 
said ‘what you have heard me speak about: John bap-
tised with water but you, not many days from now, will 
be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the 
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to   
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or 
dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, 
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in 
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and        
indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and 
a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring 
into the sky when suddenly two men in white were 
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men 
from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same 
Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen 
him go there.’ 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? 
This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven 
will return as you saw him go, alleluia. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of                  
trumpets for the Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                    
Alleluia, alleluia!  Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world.  Alleluia! 

SECOND READING                                    Ephesians 1:17-23 

God made him sit at his right hand in heaven 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is  
revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he 
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has 
promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is 
the power that he has exercised for us believers. This 
you can tell from the strength of his power at work in 
Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to 
make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every 
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any 
other name that can be named not only in this age but 
also in the age to come. He has put all things under his 
feet and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head 
of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills the whole creation. 

GOSPEL                                          Matthew 28:16-20 

Go and make disciples of all nations 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw 
him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. 
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go,                 
therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I 
gave you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to 
the end of time.’ 

A Living Community 
The Ascension of the Lord  

24 May 2020 

St John the Evangelist Parish Dapto 

 Welcome to St John’s 
Come in and sit down, relax, don't stress.  I welcome you to our beautiful parish & church.   Please feel welcome and tell me if you need  anything.                      

Keep Smiling,  Francis Tran PP 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age, alleluia. 



 Please Pray For the Repose of the 

Souls of the Faithful Departed -   

Recently Deceased:  Richard McCoy, Lynette 

MacPherson and Leopolda Figar. 

Sick:  Joe Mateo 

NOURISH YOUR FAITH AT HOME— New Section 
on DoW Website  
Visit: www.dow.org.au/covid-19/nourish-your-
faith-at-home  
During these times of uncertainty, and isolation, nour-
ishing our faith becomes even more important. 
Through spending time with God and with one anoth-
er we find the hope, comfort, guidance and certainty 
that our loving God and Father wants to share with 
us. Jesus wants to be with us and care for us during 
these days. On this page you will find resources for:  
• Participating in Masses and other Liturgies and Pray-
er Gatherings  
• Sharing Faith with Others in the Community  
• Nourishing Your Faith and that of Your Family  

PRAY WITH POPE FRANCIS THROUGHOUT MAY 
FOR AN END TO THE PANDEMIC.  
Pope Francis has asked Catholics to make a           

special effort in May to pray the Rosary,                

knowing that by doing so they would be united 

with believers around the world asking for 

Mary’s intercession in stopping the coronavirus 

pandemic. Pope Francis has written two prayers 

that can be recited at the end of the rosary, 

prayers he said he would be reciting “in spiritual 

union with all of you.”  

Prayer to recite at the end of the rosary  
O Mary,  
You shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope.  
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,  
who, at the foot of the cross,  
were united with Jesus’ suffering,  
and persevered in your faith.  
“Protectress of the Roman people”,  
you know our needs,  
and we know that you will provide,  
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,  
joy and celebration may return  
after this time of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,  
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father  
and to do what Jesus tells us.  
For he took upon himself our suffering,  
and burdened himself with our sorrows  
to bring us, through the cross,  
to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.  
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God;  
Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 
but deliver us always  
from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin  

 

A VOCATION VIEW - “The Ascension of the Lord (24/05/20)  
“Go and make disciples of all nations!” Our lives must                

proclaim the Truth that comes to us from Christ;                       

embrace the call to be a witness of Christ to the ends of the 

world! (Matthew 28:19) If you want to talk about your               

discernment, please contact the Diocesan Vocations               

Director, Fr Duane Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au or 

our new Vocations video at https://www.dow.org.au/             

covid-19/sunday-mass-online-with-bishop-brian/  

 
 

PARISH MASSES  

Dear parishioners,  

Following the latest easing of restrictions by 
the NSW Government, our parish church will 
be open for public Masses, weddings, funerals 
and baptisms from 31 May 2020. Parishioners 
will be required to register for attendance at 
any of these gatherings. More information will 
be provided regarding how to register in next 
week's bulletin. 

THE EUCHARIST - Exploring our Catholic Faith  
Mondays 1st – 22nd June or Fridays 5th – 26th June all 
at 4pm via Zoom Video Conferencing  
We are all missing the Eucharist - but what does this 

mean? What are we missing? In this four-part online 

series, we’ll refresh and deepen our understanding of 

the Eucharist and its relevance for our lives using online 

video material from Bishop Robert Barron.                   

We will explore Eucharist as Real Presence, as Sacrifice 

and as Meal and look at how we can prepare and get 

more out of our participation in this celebration.             

For more information and registration please email                                

darren.mcdowell@dow.org.au  

DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG MASS ONLINE   
For all of the online Mass options- please visit the 
DoW website https://dow.sh/dailymass  
Please note Holy Family Parish Ingleburn now has 
Mass online with Fr Peter Caruana.  



2020 WOLLONGONG HOSPITALS  
Fr George Condookala will be available for visits 
to the sick. He can be contacted on                          
0475 815 506.  

FAITH CIRCLES - FREE SMALL GROUP  RESOURCE:   
During this period of Pandemic isolation, you are                         
encouraged to spend time in prayer and spiritual reading 
and faith   Circles is one way that you can do this.                        
The weekly Faith Circles resource is available for free to 
download. It is easy to use, and could easily be done in 
your household or even by skype / phone with others at 
this time, with its questions and            prayer points. It is 
available to download at www.faithcircles.dow.org.au or 
have it sent to you each month via email subscription.  

 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN 

The parish office is still open, however if you are 
feeling unwell please do not come in. 

If you have any questions you are encouraged to 
phone or email if convenient.  Please be assured 
that we are still here to help. 

If you have an urgent matter you can contact          
Fr Francis directly on 0413 449 821 

STAYING CONNECTED WITH THE PARISH  

Facebook search:  St John’s Catholic Parish Dapto 
Instagram search: St John’s Parish Dapto  
Website:  www.stjohnsdapto.org.au 

PRAYER RESOURCES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND                   
FAMILIES  
During this time of social isolation it is important that we 
pray and stay connected to our community. A range of 
online resources are available to assist with this. These 
include daily prayers and readings, prayer services, the 
Sunday Office, commentaries, homilies and reflections 
as well as Gospel based   activities and resources to sup-
port personal and family prayer. Go to: liturgyhelp.com/
aus/woll/pray and follow the prompts to access. Hope-
fully these resources will help create prayerful solidarity 
with our community and the whole Body of Christ.  

ADORATION LIVESTREAMED WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
  
The NET Team will be hosting a Holy Hour every Wednes-
day at 6:30pm. This will be a time set aside for Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  
This will be broadcast via This will be broadcast via:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cymdow/  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/

THE DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG WEEKLY PODCAST -   

‘The Journey’ – 24 May 2020  
Listen in this week for as we hear again in the Easter Series 

of Gospel reflections from Fr Mike Delaney, Mother Hilda 

Scott from the Abbey and other short talks from some of 

Australia’s best Catholic presenters as we celebrate the 

Easter season in isolation. Uploaded every Friday for free 

download – go to www.jcr.org.au  

WE’RE ALWAYS HERE, IF YOU EVER NEED…. 
These are challenging times for everyone and 
CatholicCare are here to support you and your              
family to navigate the uncertainty.  We offer         
confidential online and phone counselling to                       
support you with the frustration of managing 
family emotions, relationship pressures and 
employment changes.  
To find out more about CatholicCare's              

counselling service call us on 4254 9395 or 

email  intakeservice@catholiccare.dow.org.au  

ALWAYS CONNECTED  
While CatholicCare office is closed due to             
current restrictions, our dedicated Client          
Services Officer Marion is still here to take your 
calls and emails. Marion and the CatholicCare 
team are working on practical and innovative 
new ways to support our clients through COVID-
19.  
Please email or call us if you have any questions 

– we’re here to help. Phone: 4227 1122 or email                                       

enquiries@catholiccare.dow.org.au  

THE CHOSEN - Great Family Viewing on the Life of Jesus.  
This new, crowd funded series on the life of Jesus is           

receiving wide acclaim around the world and is well 

worth a look, especially during holy week. It is a                    

high-quality production that explores the life of Jesus 

through the eyes of those around Him. The easiest place 

to watch the whole first season for free is through a free 

membership on VidAngel - https://www.vidangel.com/  



DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG MASS ONLINE AND OTHER 
SPIRITUAL RESOURCES  

During this period of time where Masses in the diocese are     
suspended, it is important to know that you have not been 
abandoned by the Church. Members of the faithful are 
urged to keep holy the Lord’s Day by making an act of           
Spiritual Communion, a well-established devotional              
practice of uniting one’s self in prayer with Christ’s                          
sacrifice when circumstances prevent one from receiving 
holy Communion.  
Starting Sunday 29 March, we will be providing Sunday 
Mass online available atwww.dow.org.au and on the           
diocese’s Facebook page www.facebook.com/
WollongongCatholic with Bishop Brian Mascord and other 
priests from the diocese.  
Other Online Masses from Around the Diocese of                        
Wollongong  
For daily Masses, parishioners throughout the Diocese are 
encouraged to access other home worship resources          
including:  
• Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays 12:10pm 
Mass from the Cathedral House at St Francis Xavier                     
Cathedral, Wollongong  
• Tuesday—Sunday Masses from Our Lady Help of                   
Christians Catholic Church, Rosemeadow  
• Saturdays 5pm and Sundays 10am Mass from St Mary 
MacKillop Catholic Church, Oran Park  
• Daily Mass from St John the Evangelist Catholic Parish, 
Campbelltown  
• Daily Mass at 7am from All Saints Catholic Parish, 
Shellharbour City  
• Daily 7pm Mass and Sunday 10am Mass from Mary                
Immaculate Catholic Church, Eagle Vale  
• Daily Masses from St Paul’s Catholic Parish, Moss Vale  
• Tuesday—Sundays at 8am and Saturdays at 6pm at Mary 
Mother of the Church Parish, Macquarie Fields (also on 
their Facebook page)  
• Sunday 9:30am Mass from St Patrick’s Catholic Parish, 
Port Kembla.  
• Sunday Mass from St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Parish, 
Bowral and St Michael’s Catholic Parish, Mittagong.  

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
My Jesus, I believe you are really here in 

the Blessed Sacrament.                         

I love you more than anything in the world, 
but since I cannot receive communion at 

this moment, feed my soul spiritually.    

I unite myself to you now as I do when I 
actually receive you.                                                              

Never let me drift away from you.  Amen  

ELECTRONIC PARISH PLANNED GIVING  
Given that all non-essential travel has been cancelled, 
some parishioners who support our parish planned 
giving envelope program have asked how they can 
continue to financially support the parish. So, we               
respectfully encourage all parishioners to join our 
electronic parish planned giving program to help us 
ensure that we limit the financial pressure this current 
situation will impose on our parish.  
 
Please visit www.dow.org.au/plannedgiving to learn 
of the two simple ways you can give to our parish 
electronically.  
REGULAR OR ONE OFF PAYMENTTS CAN BE MADE BY 
FOLLOWING THE ABOVE LINK. 
 

Importantly, we are mindful that some of our                

parishioners will sadly be experiencing a change in 

their financial circumstances. Please contact the                 

Parish Office 4261 1315 or dapto@dow.org.au if you 

need to decrease/discontinue your planned giving 

contribution, but mainly to let us know how we can 

support you. https://www.dow.org.au/plannedgiving/ 

For those who are not able to give electronically but 

would still like to continue their weekly giving, the 

office is open from Tuesday - Friday, 9am - 4pm. There 

is a locked drop box safe in the foyer that you can 

safely leave your donation. 

https://www.dow.org.au/plannedgiving/





